
Year 3 Science Spring 1 – What do rocks tell us about the way the Earth 
was formed? 

Scientific Vocabulary

Sedimentary, Igneous, Metamorphic, 

Characteristic, Geology, Geologist, 

Lava, Solidify, Chalk, Limestone, 

Mudstone, Marble, Gneiss, Granite, 

Basalt, Pumice, Obsidian, Volcano, 

Intrinsic, Extrinsic, Fossilisation, 

compaction, sediment, petrification, 

mineral, resin, Mineral, Topsoil, Humus, 

Filtration, Drainage, Loam, Sand, Silt, 

Clay, Saline

Influential Scientist 

Mary Anning

Previous Learning

Yr. 1 – Everyday Materials - Identify and name a variety of 

everyday materials 

Yr. 1 – Everyday Materials - compare and group together a 

variety of everyday materials on the basis of their simple 

properties.

Yr. 2 – Everyday Materials - identify and compare the 

suitability of a variety of everyday materials. 

English

Maths

Multiplication and division

Science

What are rocks and how are they formed?

What are fossils?

Art 

Creating rock sculptures

PE - (Every Thursday)

Gymnastics/Health Related 

Education

Music

Drumming

RE - Christianity

What kind of world did Jesus want?

PSHE

Health choices and habits; expressing 

feelings

Managing setbacks

ICT

Connecting computers

French 

Animals

Maths Vocabulary

sharing

grouping

arrays

multiplication 

equal 

divide

repeated addition

times-tables

multiply

multiplication 

sentence

remainder



Year 3 Science Spring 1 – What do rocks tell us about the way the 
Earth was formed? 

Topic Fridge words

bedrock The solid rock in the ground which supports all 
the soil above it.

decaying Gradually being destroyed by a natural process.

magma Molten rock that is formed in very hot conditions 
inside the earth.

mineral Something that is formed naturally in rocks and in 
the earth.

palaeontology The study of fossils as a guide to the history of 
life on Earth.

permeable If a substance is permeable, something such as 
water or gas can pass through it or soak into it.

porous Something that is porous has many small holes in 
it, which water and air can pass through

sediment Solid material that settles at the bottom of a 
liquid, especially earth and pieces of rock that 
have been carried along and then left somewhere 
by water, ice, or wind.


